
Tech Byte – Live Streaming Basics
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Time: 1 hour
Purpose:
By the end of this activity, participants will understand the fundamentals of live streaming — including equipment setup, audio and lighting configuration, and key considerations for creating a smooth, professional-looking broadcast.
What You’ll Need:
· Video camera & tripod
· Photix lighting kit
· RØDE audio kit
· Laptop per group with OBS Studio installed
· Chair for presenter
· Power cables and adapters
· Reliable high-speed internet connection
Steps
1. Choose the Right Location
· Pick a quiet, well-ventilated area with minimal background noise.
· Ensure access to power outlets for all equipment.
· Clear clutter or set up a backdrop for a tidy appearance.
· Arrange any props or materials for the shoot.
2. Position the Video Camera
· Mount the camera securely on a tripod, at the presenter’s eye level.
· Frame the shot so the presenter is centered with enough headroom.
3. Set Up Studio Lights
· Position two lights at 45° angles from the presenter for even illumination.
· Adjust brightness and color temperature to suit the environment.
4. Connect the RØDE Audio Kit
· Plug the RØDE receiver into the laptop (USB-C).
· Connect one transmitter to the presenter (use both for interviews).
· Optionally use the handheld microphone.
· Power on transmitters/receivers and confirm audio levels are detected.
5. Configure OBS Studio
· Open OBS Studio and create a new Scene.
· Add video input (camera via USB or HDMI capture card).
· Add audio input (RØDE audio kit).
· Match OBS settings to the camera (e.g., 1080p, 30fps).
6. Run a Lighting & Audio Test
· Check for shadows or overexposure and adjust lights.
· Test microphone sync and audio clarity in OBS.
7. Lights, Camera, Action!
· Record a short 1-minute interview using OBS Studio.
· Discuss what makes a good studio setup.
· Explore common streaming platforms: YouTube Live, Facebook Live, and Twitch 
· This session provides an introduction to live streaming — there won’t be time to cover streaming platforms in depth. If participants are interested, consider planning a follow-up workshop or inviting the SLQ Digital Inclusion Team to deliver a full session on setting up live streams and managing online broadcasts.
Staff Notes:
· Promote the session through the Digital and You app.
· Guide participants through each equipment step.
· Once the setup is complete and tested, assign recording roles:
· Camera Operator
· OBS Studio Manager (Laptop)
· 1–2 Presenters
· Encourage discussion about potential community uses for live streaming (e.g., festivals, weddings, sports events, local storytelling).
· Offer the library’s live-streaming equipment for loan where appropriate.
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