Tech Byte
GarageBand
	Description
	Make a tune with Garageband

	Duration
	1 hour 

	What You’ll Need
	• iPads with Garageband app installed (free)
• usb C headphones
Optional
· Midi keyboard 
· Bluetooth speaker


	Purpose
	• By the end of this activity, you will have made your own funky beat using GarageBand on the iPad.




Session Outline
	Stage
	Activities

	1. Setup
	• charge ipads 
· Setup on tables with the USB C headphones


	2. Steps
	1. Open the GarageBand App
· Tap + to make a new track.

2. Add Drums
· Scroll to Drums → choose Smart Drums.
· Tap the dice (🎲) to get a random beat.
· Try different drum kits until you find one that sounds good.
· When ready, record 8 bars.

3. Add Bass
· Go back to the Track View.
· Tap + → choose Bass → Smart Bass.
· Press Play so your drumbeat loops.
· Try the Chord Autoplay buttons to test different bass riffs.
· When you like one, record it!
· Feeling brave? Try plucking your own bass rhythm.

4. Add a Lead Sound
· In Track View, tap + → choose Guitar or Keyboard
· ]Play while your drums and bass are running.
· What fits your song best? Funky keys? Smooth guitar?
· When it sounds right, record your lead track.

5. Listen and Add Extras
· Go to the Track View (graph view) to hear everything together.
· Does your song need more? Maybe lyrics, or a sound effect?
· Try the Audio Recorder to add your voice or other sounds.



	3. Extra
	• plug in a midi keyboard controller.  Use the keypads or drum pads to create your unique sound.

	4. Share Results
	• Connect ipads to a Bluetooth speaker and share the creations around the group.

	5. Wrap-Up
	Pack equipment away
Charge ipads.




Staff Notes
	


· Advertise in Digital and You app.
· Set up a table with 4+ iPads.
· Place one copy of instructions with each iPad (or display on an interactive screen).
· Sit with participants — help them explore GarageBand.
· Encourage, praise, and play along!

