Tech Byte – Family History: The basics
Time: Around 1 hour 
What You’ll Need:
· 4+ laptops with internet access
· Copies of the Family History Guide
https://wiki.slq.qld.gov.au/doku.php?id=digital_inclusion:family_history:start 

Goal
Help participants begin exploring their family history — especially databases relevant to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage — at their own pace.

How It Works
· This is a drop-in activity — participants can start any time.
· Coordinator is available to help with searching or navigation if needed.
· Participants can use the Family History Guide to jot down names, dates, and discoveries.

Explore These Sites
Each link opens a window into the past — just click and explore:
· Who’s Your Mob? – State Library video guides
slq.qld.gov.au/family-history/whos-your-mob
QLD Births, Deaths & Marriages  
https://www.familyhistory.bdm.qld.gov.au  

Tindale collection - genealogical information on Aboriginal communities throughout Australia 1920 – 1930.
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/research-collections/family-history/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-people/tindale     

Margaret Laurie - recorded many Torres Strait Islander genealogies between 1964 and 1973
https://www.slq.qld.gov.au/collections/family-history/whos-your-mob/margaret-lawrie-collection    

TROVE (newspapers, photographs, etc) 
https://trove.nla.gov.au 

Centre for Indigenous Family History Studies  
https://www.cifhs.com 

QLD State Archives 
https://www.archivessearch.qld.gov.au/
 
National Archives of Australia
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/  
· Community and Personal Histories
qld.gov.au/firstnations/family-personal-history
· QLD State Archives
archivessearch.qld.gov.au

Tips
· Start filling in your family tree with names, places, and dates.
· Try searching TROVE for your family name or hometown.
· Watch one of the Who’s Your Mob? videos to learn new research tips.
· If you find something special, jot it on the group notice board or share with a staff member.

Staff Notes
· Advertise via Digital and You app.
· Display signage: “Tech Byte: Explore Your Family History Here!”
· Set up laptops, copies of the guide and pens 
· Be available to provide assistance.  Encourage conversation.  Share your discoveries. 
· Family History can be a life long passion.  Encourage return visits and consider a  Family History Club.
· Feel free to invite the Digital Inclusion Team to present more search opportunities or run a full session over the Interactive Screen.

